344                  THE HUMOURS
could not lead or write, and that they had seen a payment made to the defendant, but could not precisely say how much had been paid The Judge, who was tiymg the case in camp (as was not uncommon m those days), pointed to two tiees in fiont of his tent and said that whoevei should fust reach the top of either of these trees would obtain a decree, and that the plaintiff should have his choice of tiees
Of course, the plaintiff, pool man, after toiling violently for a time, gave up the enterprise to find that the Gond had been to the top of his tree and down again, and was awaiting the decision The judge gave the decree foi the plaintiff for Rs 10 only. The plaintiff, however, told him that he would appeal from that decision, as it was entirely contraiy to law When he came to ask for a copy of the judgment to append to his memorandum of appeal, he found that it was a reasonable and well-stated discussion of the evidence, showing that the plaintiff had failed to establish the payment of more than the sum awarded The Judge, who was, on the whole, a very sound and fairly popular officer, received in connection with this case an admonition with which he was more or less familial, that such humorous treatment was to be deprecated as leading ignorant people to suppose that the courts of justice depended for their decisions on something else than legal evidence.
I remember accompanying a distinguished officer m an inspection of plague hospitals in a city which I was visiting Some of these plague hospitals were supported entirely by private charity The inspecting officer was walking round one of these private and temporary hospitals with the promoters. I was behind with an officer who was largely responsible for plague work We passed through a ward in which we were shown a number of convalescents One man attracted my attention from his clear eye and healthy appearance I drew the attention of my companion to his condition, for I had not seen before a man who had so thoroughly recovered in apparently so short a time from the teirible effects usually